Hospice Huntsville 


by: Adrianna Stipanovich

Did you know that the number of individuals in Huntsville over 60 is expected to double between now and 2016?  That's an alarming increase and a concern we need to plan for now. No one wants to think of dying but with the dramatic increase in the aged that is an eventuality to be considered.

	Hospice, meaning the care of the terminally ill, is a relatively new topic but one gaining acceptance and attention. Many caring individuals in Huntsville are recognizing this as a social need and have banded together to form Hospice Huntsville. They have gone so far as to plan for a building to provide care for those who do not have family or a home setting. Public funding would seem like a natural but death is not as sexy as hockey so there are no G8 dollars to help with the project. Like so many social issues it is left to the community to provide the push for funding. This is often the case with social services.

Many private donations and volunteer networks have been working together for four years to bring this dream of a hospice to fruition. As it stands at the moment the building costs are going to be funded by FedNor and the operational cost hopefully covered by the LHIN. But presently these two organizations are in a well-meaning Mexican standoff, waiting to see who donates first.

Rev. Derek Shelly from Trinity United Church is one of 13 board members of Hospice Huntsville. He is spearheading the initiative to construct the facility on the drive leading up to the hospital. I made an appointment to talk to him about the project.
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When I met up with him I was quite surprised. Not at all what I expected. He is a well built man who looks more like a wrestler than the minister. He brought me outside to take a picture of him wearing a lobster on his head. That cheque he has is $4000 from the Lionettes of Huntsville. The proceeds of one of their most successful lobster festivals was made payable to Hospice Huntsville and their social programs such as bereavement support and counseling.

Many people faced with very little time to live choose to be at home with their families but sometimes that is not possible and so they must be housed in a hospital to receive proper support. Hospital rooms for hospice care, as described by Derek Shelly, seem to be little more than a normal hospital room with a better seating arrangement and a microwave. The planned residential hospice project will have five private rooms with separate entrances, a library, and a family room. This provides the family as well as the patient with privacy and comfort, as well as support.

Ontario provincial regulations dictate that a hospice has ten beds in it. This may work for places like Barrie, but in more rural areas like Huntsville, it is hard to gain enough funding or demand for such a large structure. This smaller scale five bed hospice also gives people the opportunity for more privacy and home-like atmosphere than a ten bed model. Once this project was announced as a prototype the other hospice organizations, whether federally or privately funded, banded together to make sure the building is a success. This is in hopes that the successful completion will be the impetus for funding the other organizations.
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It was while I was chatting with the reverend that I realized here is a man who looks like he could hold his own in a street fight but has the kind laugh of a child. He personifies the combination of power and kindness that is necessary to bring about the success of such a grassroots project. Also I realized that if a community builds something rather than a government agency it will survive through any election or political change. This hospice will be another example of the people's own work rather than government making lives better. Definitely something of which Huntsville can be proud.

Just like the swing set and play area in River Mill Park that was donated by the community, it is clear that if public funding or planning falters it is the citizens of Huntsville that pick up the pieces. Not just for our town but also hopefully for many others, residential hospices should be part of an enlightened future of civic infrastructure.

 

[image: image3.jpg]


Adrianna Stipanovich is a student at Concordia University.  She is here in Huntsville for the summer.

 

 


