
Dear Hospice Huntsville Supporter,

We don’t know what we would have done without Algonquin Grace Hospice.

You never think it is going to happen to you or to someone you love, yet on January 16, 
2018 our world came crashing down with the devastating news that our Mom had a brain 
tumour.

Mom had been sick with “the flu” over the Christmas holidays, but as the days went 
on and she was seeing no improvement a trip to the doctors was in order. The doctor 
suspected something more was going on so blood work was ordered, and a second appointment made. Prior 
to the second visit my sister and I noticed unusual comments in our telephone conversations with her, so we 
decided to accompany Mom to her appointment. The doctor was shocked to see the change in her from the 
previous week. He immediately sent her to the hospital for a CT scan;we never expected the results to show 
our Mom had a huge mass on her brain. 

 A stay at Toronto General confirmed the brain tumour was the dreaded glioblastoma and in our Mom’s case 
inoperable, her time was limited to months to weeks. Our Mom was going to die. She left her home on January 
16 for a doctors appointment and never returned.

 Once prognosis and options were given, Mom was sent back to the care of the wonderful doctors and nurses 
in the palliative care unit at HDMH. We decided to go through with a mild treatment plan to hopefully give her 
a bit more time, but after seeing how upsetting just one treatment was to our Mom, we made the most difficult 
decision of our lives.  We were stopping treatment. We wanted her to have “quality” not “quantity” and can say 
we live with no regrets making that decision.

 That is when the word “hospice” came into the picture. We met 
with two wonderful women who explained the option of hospice 
and took us for a tour of the facility. Our mom was transferred 
the next day. It was February 15th, almost one month to the day 
that we went to the doctors with her. There we were met by the 
warmest and wonderful people who welcomed us with open 
arms. Even though we knew that this was the place our Mom 
would eventually pass from this horrid disease, a weight was lifted 
off our shoulders knowing the exceptional care she would receive 
in her last days. Until you have experienced hospice you just 
can’t understand how incredible it is, words are just not enough.
In the homelike setting the warmth that exudes hospice is truly 
remarkable. We all found peace in our Mom’s bright beautiful 

room overlooking the forest, the cozy sitting room with fireplace, the fully equipped kitchen and the huge 
dining table where she was able to enjoy dinners with her children and cherished grandchildren. Even as her 
health declined that table was a place for us to gather and eat while staying by her side.

 The level of care by the nurses and PSWs was remarkable. They were as close to angels as our Mom could 
have had. While they couldn’t make her better, they went above and beyond, taking every measure to make 
sure she was as comfortable as possible, and were so compassionate about her every wish and need. In a way 
they were also taking care of us, always asking us, “How are you doing?”, “How are you hanging in?” They were 
always ready with as many hugs as needed when we shed a tear or two, or just felt defeated.

 Mom faced this terrible disease with a great deal of courage, and never lost her sense of humour. She 
continuously made the caregivers (and us) smile and laugh until she went to sleep for the last week before 
she passed. She always showed tremendous gratitude to her “angels”  with her names of endearment, or a 
hug, and always a thank you. Even when she could no longer speak she would muster up enough strength to 
whisper “Thank you,” and always reminding us that, “Every day is a beautiful day.”  

 She passed on March 25th. Every day was made more beautiful during her  journey due to the wonderful 
place called hospice and all the beautiful people who run it, volunteer and caregivers. It was her home and 
ours during her final days, and we are forever grateful to have been blessed with such a place. We have many 
fond memories that we have taken away from her stay there and will never ever forget the difference it made.

Please give generously, so that Hospice Huntsville can continue to embrace many more families in their 
time of need, and keep this amazing service free of cost. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

Sincerely, 

Candy, Tammy & Tricia

I would like to provide ongoing support to ensure that quality end-of-life care 
is available in my community by becoming a monthly donor.

❑  I would like to join the Monthly Giving Program. Each month I would like to make a gift of:
❑ $15    ❑ $25    ❑ $41.67 (500 Club Membership/annual membership)    other $

MasterCard     VISA  Card #                             Expiry Date:         / 
Name:                                          Signature:
Address:        City/Town:      Prov.               Postal Code:
Telephone: (         )    Email:

OR   ❑ Please deduct my monthly donation from my bank account. I have enclosed a blank cheque marked “VOID”.
Signature:      Date:                 Telephone: (         )                         Email:

❑  Yes, I would like to be acknowledged as a member.
❑  Email me Hospice Huntsville news.                                                 ❑  Please remove my name from your mailing list. 

Prefer to send a single gift? See reverse for details ➤➤➤

You will receive a subscription to our Hospice Herald newsletter & a tax receipt (for donations over $20)
Charitable Registration Number: 89025-9062-RR0001  Hospice Office: (705) 789-6878 

Dear Hospice Huntsville Supporter:

Algonquin Grace Hospice was home to my husband Ken and I from December 
10, 2018 to January 11, 2019. It was a home fi lled with love, hope and cherished, 
caring family members. Because we had not known these people previously it 
seems unbelievable that the staff , volunteers, other residents and their families 
would become so important in our lives.

The beauty of the building with its lovely living room, fi replace, Christmas tree, fabulous kitchen 
which was a lovely bright room with a large window overlooking a wooded area. We even had a 
tiny Christmas tree and a small refrigerator. We were shown the Murphy bed which pulled down 
beside his bed for me to sleep in every night. I was able to use the shower room and Ken was 
delighted with the wonderful tub where he was taken for his bath.

Staff  spent time with us; telling stories, joking and showing their interest about us. It was outstanding.

The amazing thing was the time Ken and I spent together talking, reading, watching TV, just being 
together while nurses and PSW’s did all the work of caring for Ken. At home he had been so 
worried about me working so hard to care for him and everything else that we had little time to 

relax together. The staff  took such wonderful care of him 
and insisted that their job was to care for him and that I 
could relax with him.

I mentioned the wonderful kitchen, which I was told I 
could cook or bake whatever I liked whenever I wanted so 
I took advantage and baked cookies, squares and tarts to 
share with all. 

Our family was able to share a wonderful Christmas & New 
Year’s dinner in which our daughter cooked and served 
buff et style in the dining room. 

This was a place to live and love and be loved. I cannot 
imagine what life would have been like without Hospice. I 

think Ken lived longer and better than he would have anywhere else.

The expertise and love we felt from the Algonquin Grace family was special; because they weren’t 
just nurses, PSW’s, volunteers or administration staff ... they were family.

When the end came January 11, 2019 it was sudden and our family (Algonquin Grace family) was 
with us to share my grief, to telephone our children who were staying at our house, to call to the 
doctor. They also let us take part in lighting a candle in the foyer for Ken. 

People thought I would fi nd it diffi  cult to go back to visit Algonquin Grace but as I have said, it 
was home for us for a month but all of it will be in my heart forever. I look forward to every visit or 
anything to do with this wonderful place.

Hospice Huntsville needs your support. Please give generously, so that they can continue to 
embrace many more families in their time of need, and keep this wonderful service free of 
charge to our community members. 

With Love, 
Pat Armstrong

Dear Hospice Huntsville Supporter,

We don’t know what we would have done without Algonquin Grace Hospice.

You never think it is going to happen to you or to someone you love, yet on January 16, 
2018 our world came crashing down with the devastating news that our Mom had a brain 
tumour.

Mom had been sick with “the flu” over the Christmas holidays, but as the days went 
on and she was seeing no improvement a trip to the doctors was in order. The doctor 
suspected something more was going on so blood work was ordered, and a second appointment made. Prior 
to the second visit my sister and I noticed unusual comments in our telephone conversations with her, so we 
decided to accompany Mom to her appointment. The doctor was shocked to see the change in her from the 
previous week. He immediately sent her to the hospital for a CT scan;we never expected the results to show 
our Mom had a huge mass on her brain. 

 A stay at Toronto General confirmed the brain tumour was the dreaded glioblastoma and in our Mom’s case 
inoperable, her time was limited to months to weeks. Our Mom was going to die. She left her home on January 
16 for a doctors appointment and never returned.

 Once prognosis and options were given, Mom was sent back to the care of the wonderful doctors and nurses 
in the palliative care unit at HDMH. We decided to go through with a mild treatment plan to hopefully give her 
a bit more time, but after seeing how upsetting just one treatment was to our Mom, we made the most difficult 
decision of our lives.  We were stopping treatment. We wanted her to have “quality” not “quantity” and can say 
we live with no regrets making that decision.

 That is when the word “hospice” came into the picture. We met 
with two wonderful women who explained the option of hospice 
and took us for a tour of the facility. Our mom was transferred 
the next day. It was February 15th, almost one month to the day 
that we went to the doctors with her. There we were met by the 
warmest and wonderful people who welcomed us with open 
arms. Even though we knew that this was the place our Mom 
would eventually pass from this horrid disease, a weight was lifted 
off our shoulders knowing the exceptional care she would receive 
in her last days. Until you have experienced hospice you just 
can’t understand how incredible it is, words are just not enough.
In the homelike setting the warmth that exudes hospice is truly 
remarkable. We all found peace in our Mom’s bright beautiful 

room overlooking the forest, the cozy sitting room with fireplace, the fully equipped kitchen and the huge 
dining table where she was able to enjoy dinners with her children and cherished grandchildren. Even as her 
health declined that table was a place for us to gather and eat while staying by her side.

 The level of care by the nurses and PSWs was remarkable. They were as close to angels as our Mom could 
have had. While they couldn’t make her better, they went above and beyond, taking every measure to make 
sure she was as comfortable as possible, and were so compassionate about her every wish and need. In a way 
they were also taking care of us, always asking us, “How are you doing?”, “How are you hanging in?” They were 
always ready with as many hugs as needed when we shed a tear or two, or just felt defeated.

 Mom faced this terrible disease with a great deal of courage, and never lost her sense of humour. She 
continuously made the caregivers (and us) smile and laugh until she went to sleep for the last week before 
she passed. She always showed tremendous gratitude to her “angels”  with her names of endearment, or a 
hug, and always a thank you. Even when she could no longer speak she would muster up enough strength to 
whisper “Thank you,” and always reminding us that, “Every day is a beautiful day.”  

 She passed on March 25th. Every day was made more beautiful during her  journey due to the wonderful 
place called hospice and all the beautiful people who run it, volunteer and caregivers. It was her home and 
ours during her final days, and we are forever grateful to have been blessed with such a place. We have many 
fond memories that we have taken away from her stay there and will never ever forget the difference it made.

Please give generously, so that Hospice Huntsville can continue to embrace many more families in their 
time of need, and keep this amazing service free of cost. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

Sincerely, 

Candy, Tammy & Tricia

I would like to provide ongoing support to ensure that quality end-of-life care 
is available in my community by becoming a monthly donor.

❑  I would like to join the Monthly Giving Program. Each month I would like to make a gift of:
❑ $15    ❑ $25    ❑ $41.67 (500 Club Membership/annual membership)    other $

MasterCard     VISA  Card #                             Expiry Date:         / 
Name:                                          Signature:
Address:        City/Town:      Prov.               Postal Code:
Telephone: (         )    Email:

OR   ❑ Please deduct my monthly donation from my bank account. I have enclosed a blank cheque marked “VOID”.
Signature:      Date:                 Telephone: (         )                         Email:

❑  Yes, I would like to be acknowledged as a member.
❑  Email me Hospice Huntsville news.                                                 ❑  Please remove my name from your mailing list. 

Prefer to send a single gift? See reverse for details ➤➤➤

You will receive a subscription to our Hospice Herald newsletter & a tax receipt (for donations over $20)
Charitable Registration Number: 89025-9062-RR0001  Hospice Office: (705) 789-6878 

If you have already responded with a gift and our mailing has crossed its path, we appreciate your generosity.

                      Expiry Date:         /                      CVV#



YES! I WISH TO SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY EFFORTS OF HOSPICE HUNTSVILLE
Serving the communities of Huntsville/Lake of Bays and surrounding areas.

Enclosed is my payment for:   ❑ One-time gift
       of:    $250    $100    $50    $30    other $

Cheques payable to Hospice Huntsville

MasterCard     VISA  Card #                             Expiry Date:         / 
Name:                                          Signature:
Address:        City/Town:      Prov.               Postal Code:
Telephone: (         )    Email:

❑  Yes, I would like to be acknowledged as a member.  ❑  Please remove my name from your mailing list.  

Stay Engaged!  ❑  I would like to receive communications from Hospice Huntsville. I know that I can unsubscribe at any 
 time. Email:

Prefer to give monthly? See reverse for details ➤➤➤

You will receive a subscription to our Hospice Herald newsletter & a tax receipt (for donations over $20)
Charitable Registration Number: 89025-9062-RR0001  Hospice Office: (705) 789-6878 

The Power of Your Gift

$1000  Can purchase 10 grocery gift cards to help stock our hospice kitchen cupboards.

$2000  Will help provide a resident’s room with new furnishings.

$41.67/month  Will provide you with a 
membership to The 500 Club allowing 
sustainable giving.

$250  Will cover the costs of medical room 
and nursing supplies.

$20  Can provide a hot, home cooked meal 
for a family at Algonquin Grace.

$100  Can provide 5 grief support books for 
children and teens..

$500  Will cover the costs of a palliative care course for 2 staff members and the cost of sponsoring 1 
volunteer education day.
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children and teens..
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SHARING THE JOURNEY

Hospice Huntsville - Algonquin Grace
100 Frank Miller Drive

Huntsville, Ontario  P1H 1H7
T: (705) 789-6878 | F: (705) 787-0504

hospiceh@vianet.ca
www.hospicehuntsville.com

Charitable Registration # 89025-9062-RR0001

$500
volunteer education day.

care dignity

hospicecompassion

To make a donation or get involved with Hospice Huntsville call (705) 789-6878, visit www.hospicehuntsville.com or
visit us at Hospice Huntsville/Algonquin Grace Residential Hospice.
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