
Dear Hospice Huntsville Supporter,

We don’t know what we would have done without Algonquin Grace Hospice.

You never think it is going to happen to you or to someone you love, yet on January 16, 
2018 our world came crashing down with the devastating news that our Mom had a brain 
tumour.

Mom had been sick with “the flu” over the Christmas holidays, but as the days went 
on and she was seeing no improvement a trip to the doctors was in order. The doctor 
suspected something more was going on so blood work was ordered, and a second appointment made. Prior 
to the second visit my sister and I noticed unusual comments in our telephone conversations with her, so we 
decided to accompany Mom to her appointment. The doctor was shocked to see the change in her from the 
previous week. He immediately sent her to the hospital for a CT scan;we never expected the results to show 
our Mom had a huge mass on her brain. 

 A stay at Toronto General confirmed the brain tumour was the dreaded glioblastoma and in our Mom’s case 
inoperable, her time was limited to months to weeks. Our Mom was going to die. She left her home on January 
16 for a doctors appointment and never returned.

 Once prognosis and options were given, Mom was sent back to the care of the wonderful doctors and nurses 
in the palliative care unit at HDMH. We decided to go through with a mild treatment plan to hopefully give her 
a bit more time, but after seeing how upsetting just one treatment was to our Mom, we made the most difficult 
decision of our lives.  We were stopping treatment. We wanted her to have “quality” not “quantity” and can say 
we live with no regrets making that decision.

 That is when the word “hospice” came into the picture. We met 
with two wonderful women who explained the option of hospice 
and took us for a tour of the facility. Our mom was transferred 
the next day. It was February 15th, almost one month to the day 
that we went to the doctors with her. There we were met by the 
warmest and wonderful people who welcomed us with open 
arms. Even though we knew that this was the place our Mom 
would eventually pass from this horrid disease, a weight was lifted 
off our shoulders knowing the exceptional care she would receive 
in her last days. Until you have experienced hospice you just 
can’t understand how incredible it is, words are just not enough. 
In the homelike setting the warmth that exudes hospice is truly 
remarkable. We all found peace in our Mom’s bright beautiful 

room overlooking the forest, the cozy sitting room with fireplace, the fully equipped kitchen and the huge 
dining table where she was able to enjoy dinners with her children and cherished grandchildren. Even as her 
health declined that table was a place for us to gather and eat while staying by her side.

 The level of care by the nurses and PSWs was remarkable. They were as close to angels as our Mom could 
have had. While they couldn’t make her better, they went above and beyond, taking every measure to make 
sure she was as comfortable as possible, and were so compassionate about her every wish and need. In a way 
they were also taking care of us, always asking us, “How are you doing?”, “How are you hanging in?” They were 
always ready with as many hugs as needed when we shed a tear or two, or just felt defeated.

 Mom faced this terrible disease with a great deal of courage, and never lost her sense of humour. She 
continuously made the caregivers (and us) smile and laugh until she went to sleep for the last week before 
she passed. She always showed tremendous gratitude to her “angels”  with her names of endearment, or a 
hug, and always a thank you. Even when she could no longer speak she would muster up enough strength to 
whisper “Thank you,” and always reminding us that, “Every day is a beautiful day.”  

 She passed on March 25th. Every day was made more beautiful during her  journey due to the wonderful 
place called hospice and all the beautiful people who run it, volunteer and caregivers. It was her home and 
ours during her final days, and we are forever grateful to have been blessed with such a place. We have many 
fond memories that we have taken away from her stay there and will never ever forget the difference it made.

Please give generously, so that Hospice Huntsville can continue to embrace many more families in their 
time of need, and keep this amazing service free of cost. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

Sincerely, 

Candy, Tammy & Tricia

I would like to provide ongoing support to ensure that quality end-of-life care 
is available in my community by becoming a monthly donor.

❑ I would like to join the Monthly Giving Program. Each month I would like to make a gift of:
 ❑ $15    ❑ $25    ❑ $41.67 (500 Club Membership/annual membership)    other $

MasterCard     VISA  Card # Expiry Date:         / 
Name:             Signature:
Address:   City/Town:    Prov. Postal Code:
Telephone: (         ) Email:

OR   ❑ Please deduct my monthly donation from my bank account. I have enclosed a blank cheque marked “VOID”.
Signature:      Date:                 Telephone: (         )                         Email:

❑ ❑ Please remove my name from your mailing list.

Prefer to send a single gift? See reverse for details ➤➤➤

You will receive a subscription to our Hospice Herald newsletter & a tax receipt (for donations over $20) 
Charitable Registration Number: 89025-9062-RR0001  Hospice Office: (705) 789-6878  

info@hospicehuntsville.com

Dear Friend of Hospice Huntsville:

Every day, families in our community are facing some of life’s most difficult moments. Thanks to 
the generosity of supporters like you, Hospice Huntsville is there to provide comfort, care, and 
support at no cost when it’s needed most.

Your support doesn’t just sustain programs. It can change lives, offering peace and compassion 
when it matters most

This is Myke and Heather’s Story:

When my Dad, Peter made the decision to move to Hospice, he looked out over the 
lake that had been his home for so many years. As the paramedics gently wheeled 
him to the ambulance, tears filled his eyes. He knew this would be the last time he 
saw the place he loved most, the water, the trees, the peace of Bella Lake.

It was an emotional moment, but one filled with gratitude. Peter had made his 
wishes known to us that when the time came, he wanted to be at Hospice. It 
was a decision rooted in trust, dignity, and the comfort of knowing he would be 
surrounded by compassion. 

When my family walked through the doors of Algonquin Grace Hospice Residence, 
we immediately felt that compassion. The staff and volunteers welcomed us not as 
visitors, but as family. 

As someone who works in palliative care at another hospice, I’m used to being the 
one providing support. But after just 24 hours, I realized it was my turn to sit back 
and be his son. The staff at Hospice Huntsville handled everything with compassion. 
They cared for my Dad, and they cared for us.

One of the most unforgettable days came shortly after his hospice 
admission, his 89th birthday. With the staff’s full support, we brought 
Dad home for one more afternoon. The sun shone brightly as the ice 
began to melt, and friends gathered to celebrate. He told us he felt 
“like a ten-year-old,” planning his party and grinning from ear to ear 
as he blew out the candles on his favourite chocolate cake. It was 
a day of laughter, tears, and love, the kind of memory that will live 
always in our hearts.

My Dad was a storyteller with a witty 
sense of humour, which left a lasting 
impression on anyone who came into 
his world. Whether he was talking 
about running with the bulls in Spain 
or rubbing shoulders with Ernest 
Hemingway, he had a way of making people feel connected. The staff at Hospice Huntsville 
embraced that spirit. They had the ability to bring warmth and laughter into his space and 
brighten the spirits of Peter, his family and friends. At the same time, the staff were able to 
hold space for the gravity of each moment with a calm and empathetic approach. 

Our Dad was surrounded by compassion, dignity, and kindness right to the end of 
his life. We will never forget our time at Hospice Huntsville, and the care and empathy 
provided by everyone. 

Hospice Huntsville must raise 50% of its annual operating budget each year to ensure that all programs and services 
remain at no cost. By giving today, you help ensure that other families can find the same comfort, dignity, and 
compassion when they need it most. 

Your gift is more than a donation; it is a legacy of love that touches lives when words alone can’t.

With heartfelt gratitude,
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Double your  
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$50 Moments of Comfort Helps provide soothing 
bath care supplies that bring comfort, dignity, and a 
touch of serenity to our residents’ daily care.

$1000 Fill the Pantry Provides 10 grocery gift cards 
to stock our hospice kitchens, ensuring families and 
residents have nourishing meals and comforting 
snacks when they need them most.

$250 A Home Away from Home Your gift provides cozy, home-like comforts for one resident, creating a peaceful, 
welcoming space filled with warmth, care, and compassion. This includes soft towels, warm bedding, calming music, and 
gentle lighting to make every moment more comfortable.

$500 Essential Care for Every Day Ensures our nursing staff have the vital tools and supplies they need to provide safe, 
high-quality care, comfort, to every resident each day.

$100 Healing Hearts Provides grief support books 
for children and teens, offering comfort, understanding, 
as they navigate loss.

$2000 Making Every Moment Matter Helps refresh 
a resident’s suite, creating a warm, comforting space 
where they can feel truly at home.

$41.67/month A Gift That Keeps Giving, The 500 Club Provides consistent funding to sustain our programs and services, 
so residents and families always receive the compassionate care they deserve.

Your Gift at Work

To make a donation or get involved with Hospice Huntsville call (705) 789-6878, visit www.hospicehuntsville.com or
visit us at Hospice Huntsville/Algonquin Grace Hospice Residence.

The Meadley/Wallace Family

“We wanted to do something in Sharon’s memory that would recognize 
the work of Hospice so we decided to make Hospice Huntsville our 
choice for donations.

Through our donation we want to share our heartfelt thanks for the 
warmth, kindness, and extraordinary care Hospice provided to Sharon 
and to our family. In a time that was challenging for us, your compassion 
and gentle support made all the difference, bringing comfort and peace 
when we needed it most.

What Hospice Huntsville provides is a gift to the entire community. We 
are honoured to help support your wonderful work so others can benefit from the same kindness and care.”
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